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A14). Because current asthma self-
management programs are not
widely available or tailored to the
unique needs of urban black pa-
tients and often require a moder-
ately high level of reading skills or
education, innovative educational
programs must be devised for this
population.

Although exploratory in nature,
results of our pilot study suggest
that an asthma self-management
video with a pre- and postquestion-
naire can be a highly effective,
low-cost, high-impact, educational
intervention in this population. Due
to the availability of video equip-
ment in the majority of the District's
public schools and libraries, a ran-
domized trial is planned to further
examine the effectiveness of this
educational intervention. Our video
program also could serve as a model
for similar programs aimed at inner-
city black populations in the United
States.
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Cold Preservation of
Enteric Free Flaps
To the Editor:
It was with interest and delight

that I read the article, "Cold Preser-
vation of Enteric Free Flaps: An
Experimental Study" by Drs Den-
nis, Ransome, and Massac (J Natl
Med Assoc. 1992;85:142-144). It
brought back memories of a study I
presented to the Surgical Research
Forum of Tufts University School
of Medicine in March 1965 entitled,
"Auto- and Homotransplantation of
the Small Intestine in the Dog: A
Preliminary Study of Morphologi-
cal and Histological Alterations."

Their preliminary findings of is-
chemia of the small intestine in the
dog up to 2 hours is consistent with
others and the unpublished study I
presented at the Tufts' Surgical
Research Forum. It should be noted
and emphasized that the histological
changes in the submucosa of the
small intestine is where the danger
lies: edema and hemorrhage within
the submucosa bespeaks danger and
that is where catastrophe strikes.
The sloughed mucosa will regener-
ate.

Drs Dennis, Ransome, and Mas-
sac should be encouraged and sup-
ported in their research with the
small intestine.

W Anthony Allison, MD
Philadelphia VA Medical Center

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Corrections

Several typographical errors ap-
peared in the article, "The Accepta-
bility of the Female Condom
Among Low-Income African-
American Women," by Dr Sher-
vington (J Natl Med Assoc.
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CALENDAR

Years of Caring." Atlanta Marriott
Marquis, Atlanta, Georgia. For
information, call (202) 347-1895.

August 3-8, 1996
The 101st Annual Convention of
the NMA. Chicago Marriott, Chi-
cago, Illinois.

Summer 1996
5th Quadrennial Conference of
the National Black Congress on
Health Law and Economics. Prob-

ably Chicago. For information, call
Derrick A. Humphries, JD, (202)
659-4020.

July 24-31, 1997
The 102nd Annual Convention of
the NMA. Washington, DC.

August 1-5, 1998
The 103rd Annual Convention of
the NMA. San Diego, California.

The Calendar lists conventions,
meetings, courses, and other
events of interest to NMA mem-
bers, or events concerning the
NMX's mission. Send informa-
tion about coming events for the
Calendar to Theresa Greene
Reed, MD, MPH, 11516 Patap-
sco Dr, Rockville, MD 20852;
(301) 468-6830.

continued from page 497
1993;85:341-347). On page 341,
the second and third sentences in the
second paragraph of the Abstract
should read: "The main finding
from these discussions is that the
previously reported low-risk percep-
tion of HIV disease among African-
American females is also true

among this group. The discussions
suggest that cultural norm of female
submission and passivity in sexual
negotiation..." Also on page 341,
the first sentence in the third para-
graph of the Abstract should read:
"This study also demonstrates that
the dynamics of universality and
interpersonal learning inherent to

insight-oriented or support groups
can also be present in focus
groups." On page 346, the first
sentence of the third paragraph in
the right-hand column should read:
"The inherent group dynamics of
universality and interpersonal learn-
ing are present in these focus
groups."
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